
Midweek Lent 3/25 
Announcements 
 
INVOCATION 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY (Reflection of Matthew 18:21-35; written by Bill Wessner) 
Pastor: O Lord we seek your mercy... 
 

All: yet we ourselves look for payback when we are wronged. 
 

Pastor: We think it “only fair” and “what is right” when we retaliate and use harsh words and withdraw 
from relationship. 

 

The forgiveness you offer on our account is larger than we can comprehend, still we withhold 
forgiveness and carry the grudge over petty items. 

 

We are eager to do your judging.  And the worst: we conspire our inner thoughts to secure your 
forgiveness while avoiding honest repentance. 

 

Forgive us Lord for the sins we know in our hearts.  Save us Lord from the sins we hide. 
 

(Pause for reflection and self-examination) 
 

The Lord is full of compassion and mercy, slow to anger and has not dealt with us according to 
our sins.  Instead, God has chosen the sacrifice of God’s own son on our account.  It is because 
Jesus Christ pays the last full measure that our sins are forgiven.  This gift of forgiveness makes 
us able, with the power of Holy Spirit, to choose to forgive, renew and live again in right 
relationship with each other and with our God. Dear church you are forgiven in the name of Father, 
and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Live in forgiveness Amen.  

 
PSALM 15 
O Lord, who shall sojourn in your tent? 
    Who shall dwell on your holy hill? 
2 He who walks blamelessly and does what is right 
    and speaks truth in his heart; 
3 who does not slander with his tongue 
    and does no evil to his neighbor, 
    nor takes up a reproach against his friend; 
4 in whose eyes a vile person is despised, 
    but who honors those who fear the Lord; 
who swears to his own hurt and does not change; 
5 who does not put out his money at interest 
    and does not take a bribe against the innocent. 
He who does these things shall never be moved. 
 
PETITIONS OF THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Pastor: What is the Seventh Petition of the Lord's Prayer? 
All: But deliver us from evil. 
Pastor: What does this mean?  



All: We pray in this petition, in summary, that our Father in heaven would rescue us from every 
evil of body and soul, possessions and reputation, and finally, when our last hour comes, give 
us a blessed end, and graciously take us from this valley of sorrow to Himself in heaven. 

 

Silence for reflection 
 

Pastor: What is the conclusion of the Lord's Prayer? 
All: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
Pastor: What does this mean?  
All: This means that I should be certain that these petitions are pleasing to our Father in heaven, 

and are heard by Him; for He Himself has commanded us to pray in this way and has 
promised to hear us. Amen, amen means “yes, yes, it shall be so.” 

 

Silence for reflection 
 
SERMON TEXT & MESSAGE Matthew 18:21-35 
 
21 Then Peter came up and said to him, “Lord, how often will my brother sin against me, and I forgive 
him? As many as seven times?” 22 Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you seven times, but seventy-seven 
times. 
23 “Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his 
servants. 24 When he began to settle, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents. 25 And 
since he could not pay, his master ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, 
and payment to be made. 26 So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have patience with me, and 
I will pay you everything.’ 27 And out of pity for him, the master of that servant released him and forgave 
him the debt. 28 But when that same servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him 
a hundred denarii, and seizing him, he began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29 So his fellow 
servant fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30 He refused and 
went and put him in prison until he should pay the debt. 31 When his fellow servants saw what had taken 
place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their master all that had taken 
place. 32 Then his master summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt 
because you pleaded with me. 33 And should not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had 
mercy on you?’ 34 And in anger his master delivered him to the jailers, until he should pay all his debt. 35 So 
also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from your heart.” 

PRAYER 
LUTHER'S EVENING PRAYER 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have graciously kept me 
this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and graciously keep 
me this night. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy 
angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen. 
 
DOXOLOGY:  
Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 


