Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
August 23", 2020

Hymn “God Himself is Present” Hymn #907

1 God Himself is present:
Let us now adore Him
And with awe appear before Him.
God is in His temple;
All within keep silence;
Humbly kneel in deepest rev’rence.
He alone
On His throne
Is our God and Savior;
Praise His name forever!

2  God Himself is present:
Hear the harps resounding;
See the hosts the throne surrounding.
“Holy, holy, holy!”
Hear the hymn ascending,
Songs of saints and angels blending.
Bow Your ear
To us here:
Hear, O Christ, the praises
That Your Church now raises.

3 Fount of ev’ry blessing,
Purify my spirit,
Trusting only in Your merit.
Like the holy angels,
Worshiping before You,
May | ceaselessly adore You.
Let Your will
Ever still
Rule Your Church terrestrial

As the hosts celestial.
Text: Public domain

Invocation

Confession & Absolution
Pastor: Let us now confess our sin to God, our merciful Father.

People: Gracious God, with contrition and repentance, we admit and confess our sinfulness. We
are by nature sinful and unclean. Daily we have sinned and done things we ought not to
have done and have not done that which we are to have been doing as Your servants. We
indeed deserve Your punishment in this life and for eternity. Trusting in Your mercy, we
come to You for forgiveness. Our trust is not in ourselves but in the merits of Your Son,
our Savior Jesus Christ. Have mercy on us, O God. Grant us remission of all of our sins,
and by the power of the Holy Spirit at work within our hearts and lives, lead us into ways
that reflect Your goodness and love.

Pastor: God is gracious and merciful and hears our supplications. By the command of our Lord
and as His called and ordained servant, | forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the & Son and of the Holy Spirit.



People: Amen.

Holy Gospel Matthew 16:13-20
13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people
say that the Son of Man is?” ' And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others
Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” ' He said to them, “But who do you say that | am?” ¢ Simon Peter
replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” "7 And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are
you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in
heaven. ¥ And | tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock | will build my church, and the gates
of hell shall not prevail against it. ' will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever
you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in
heaven.” 20 Then he strictly charged the disciples to tell no one that he was the Christ.

Nicene Creed
| believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

Sermon Romans 8:31-39
31What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32He who did not
spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all
things? 33 Who shall bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn?
Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who
indeed is interceding for us. 3*Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 36 As it is written,

“For your sake we are being killed all the day long;

we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.”



37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 3 For | am sure that
neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, 3 nor
height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in
Christ Jesus our Lord.

Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Benediction

Closing Hymn “Holy, Holy, Holy” Hymn #507

1 Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!
Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee;
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty!
God in three persons, blesséd Trinity!

2 Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore Thee,
Casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea;
Cherubim and seraphim falling down before Thee,
Which wert and art and evermore shalt be.

3 Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide Thee,
Though the eye of sinful man Thy glory may not see,
Only Thou art holy; there is none beside Thee,
Perfect in pow’r, in love, and purity.

4 Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!
All Thy works shall praise Thy name in earth and sky and sea.
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty!

God in three persons, blessed Trinity!
Text: Public domain
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