
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
September 6th, 2020 

Hymn “When Peace Like a River” Hymn #763 

 

 

 

 
 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 

Invocation 

 

Confession & Absolution                                                                                Psalm 32:1 
 

Pastor: Lord God, You promise grace and every blessing to all who come before 

You and repent of their sins. Hear us now as we, Your humble children, 

bring our prayers before You.  

 

In silent prayer, we confess our sins to the Lord, seeking His cleansing forgiveness. 

 

Pastor: Most merciful Father, 

People: We come before You and admit our sinfulness. In our thoughts, 

words, and actions, we have failed to do what Your Word demands. 

We have not honored You fully with our lives, nor have we loved one 

another as You have first loved us. In the name of our loving Savior 

Jesus Christ, we ask for Your forgiveness. Because our Savior 

humbled Himself for our sake upon the cross, enable us in true 

humility to receive the remission You promise to Your repentant 

children. Amen.  

 

Pastor: “Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is 

covered.” God the Father has taken your sins and laid them upon our 



humble Savior Jesus Christ. Because of Christ’s sacrifice, God does not 

count your sins against you. He has taken them away! He remembers 

them no more! He preserves and delivers you as His child forever! As a 

called and ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 
Holy Gospel Matthew 18:1-20 

At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom 
of heaven?” 2 And calling to him a child, he put him in the midst of them 3 and 
said, “Truly, I say to you, unless you turn and become like children, you will never 
enter the kingdom of heaven. 4 Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest 
in the kingdom of heaven. 5 “Whoever receives one such child in my name receives 
me, 6 but whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin,[a] it would 
be better for him to have a great millstone fastened around his neck and to be 
drowned in the depth of the sea. 7 “Woe to the world for temptations to sin![b] For it 
is necessary that temptations come, but woe to the one by whom the temptation 
comes! 8 And if your hand or your foot causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. 
It is better for you to enter life crippled or lame than with two hands or two feet to 
be thrown into the eternal fire. 9 And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out and 
throw it away. It is better for you to enter life with one eye than with two eyes to be 
thrown into the hell[c] of fire. 10 “See that you do not despise one of these little ones. 
For I tell you that in heaven their angels always see the face of my Father who is in 
heaven.[d] 12 What do you think? If a man has a hundred sheep, and one of them has 
gone astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and go in search of 
the one that went astray? 13 And if he finds it, truly, I say to you, he rejoices over it 
more than over the ninety-nine that never went astray. 14 So it is not the will of 
my[e] Father who is in heaven that one of these little ones should perish. 15 “If your 
brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone. If he 
listens to you, you have gained your brother. 16 But if he does not listen, take one or 
two others along with you, that every charge may be established by the evidence of 
two or three witnesses. 17 If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if 
he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax 
collector. 18 Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, 
and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed[f] in heaven. 19 Again I say to you, if 
two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be done for them by my 
Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I 
among them.” 

The Apostles’ Creed 

    I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 
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     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

     the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen 

 

Sermon Ezra 3:1-7 

When the seventh month came, and the children of Israel were in the towns, the 
people gathered as one man to Jerusalem. 2 Then arose Jeshua the son of Jozadak, 
with his fellow priests, and Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel with his kinsmen, and they 
built the altar of the God of Israel, to offer burnt offerings on it, as it is written in the 
Law of Moses the man of God. 3 They set the altar in its place, for fear was on them 
because of the peoples of the lands, and they offered burnt offerings on it to 
the LORD, burnt offerings morning and evening. 4 And they kept the Feast of Booths, as 
it is written, and offered the daily burnt offerings by number according to the rule, as 
each day required, 5 and after that the regular burnt offerings, the offerings at the 
new moon and at all the appointed feasts of the LORD, and the offerings of everyone 
who made a freewill offering to the LORD. 6 From the first day of the seventh month 
they began to offer burnt offerings to the LORD. But the foundation of the temple of 
the LORD was not yet laid. 7 So they gave money to the masons and the 
carpenters, and food, drink, and oil to the Sidonians and the Tyrians to bring cedar 
trees from Lebanon to the sea, to Joppa, according to the grant that they had from 
Cyrus king of Persia. 
 
Prayer 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Benediction 

 

Closing Hymn “Soli Deo Gloria”    All 
 Dennis Wazac used by permission 
 



 



 
 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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