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Welcome to worship at Mt. Olive, we’re glad you’re with us today! 
 

As We Gather 
Good Friday is a time of somber reflection as we approach the mystery of the cross. But the 
austerity of the Good Friday liturgy should not obscure the fact that this is a death we 
celebrate because of the life and forgiveness that flow from the cross for us and for our 
salvation. Because Good Friday is not an isolated event or day but part of God’s planned 
revelation of His love, we listen to the entire story of God’s work of salvation and deliverance. 
The message of the cross is the message of the Scriptures, planned by God, proclaimed by the 
prophets, and fulfilled in Christ. This liturgy continues what was begun on Holy Thursday and 
will not be complete until Easter Sunday adds its own message of hope and triumph. 
 

+ DIVINE SERVICE + 
 
Welcome 
 
 

Hymn  Abide with Me  Vv.1-4 Hymn #878 
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Text and tune: Public domain 

 

God is with Us  
Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People:  Amen. 
 

 + CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION +  
Pastor: We gather before God, remembering the cross in sorrow and in shame. We 

seek His forgiveness, strength, and mercy. We remember the day of our 
Savior’s death. We mourn and struggle to understand the depth of Christ’s 
love—that He should suffer and die in our place. Father, our hearts are 
heavy as we gather in the name of Christ, bearing witness to the terror of 
His crucifixion, knowing full well that we are guilty sinners, in need of Your 
forgiveness, life, and salvation. 

People:  Christ our Savior has died for our sins. 
 
Pastor:  At times, we have failed to strive against evil in the world. 
People:  Christ our Savior has died for our sins. 
 
Pastor:  At times, we have denied our Lord. 
People:  Christ our Savior has died for our sins. 
 
Pastor:  At times, we have betrayed our Lord. 
People: Christ our Savior has died for our sins. Have mercy on us, Lord, and grant 

us forgiveness. Amen. 
 
Silence 
 

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 

Salutation and Collect of the Day Hymnal p172 

Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 

 
Prayer of the Day 
Pastor: Let us pray. 

 
Almighty God, graciously behold this Your family for whom our Lord Jesus 
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Christ was willing to be betrayed and delivered into the hands of sinful men 
to suffer death upon the cross; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

People:  Amen. 
 

 

New Testament Letter    Hebrews 4:14-16, 5:7-9  
Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of 
God, let us hold fast our confession. 15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to 
sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we 
are, yet without sin. 16 Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we 
may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 
 
7 In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, 
to him who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his 
reverence. 8 Although he was a son, he learned obedience through what he 
suffered. 9 And being made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation to all who obey 
him, 
 

Reader:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
  

    
THE PASSION OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST   
 

HYMN    I Will Remember  Vv 1-2    All 
 

I will remember, the cost of Calvary, I will remember 
I will remember, the price You paid for me, I will remember 
 
READING John 18:1–11 (Betrayal and arrest of Jesus) 
When Jesus had spoken these words, he went out with his disciples across the brook Kidron, 
where there was a garden, which he and his disciples entered. 2 Now Judas, who betrayed 
him, also knew the place, for Jesus often met there with his disciples. 3 So Judas, having 
procured a band of soldiers and some officers from the chief priests and the Pharisees, went 
there with lanterns and torches and weapons. 4 Then Jesus, knowing all that would happen to 
him, came forward and said to them, “Whom do you seek?” 5 They answered him, “Jesus of 
Nazareth.” Jesus said to them, “I am he.” Judas, who betrayed him, was standing with 
them. 6 When Jesus said to them, “I am he,” they drew back and fell to the ground. 7 So he 
asked them again, “Whom do you seek?” And they said, “Jesus of Nazareth.” 8 Jesus 
answered, “I told you that I am he. So, if you seek me, let these men go.” 9 This was to fulfill 
the word that he had spoken: “Of those whom you gave me I have lost not one.” 10 Then Simon 
Peter, having a sword, drew it and struck the high priest's servant and cut off his right ear. 
(The servant's name was Malchus.) 11 So Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword into its 
sheath; shall I not drink the cup that the Father has given me?” 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+4&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+4&version=NIV
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HYMN  Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

 
READING John 18:12–27 (Jesus before the high priest and the denial of Peter) 
12 So the band of soldiers and their captain and the officers of the Jews[a] arrested Jesus and 
bound him. 13 First they led him to Annas, for he was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, who was 
high priest that year. 14 It was Caiaphas who had advised the Jews that it would be expedient 
that one man should die for the people. 
 

15 Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so did another disciple. Since that disciple was known to 
the high priest, he entered with Jesus into the courtyard of the high priest, 16 but Peter stood 
outside at the door. So the other disciple, who was known to the high priest, went out and 
spoke to the servant girl who kept watch at the door, and brought Peter in. 17 The servant girl 
at the door said to Peter, “You also are not one of this man's disciples, are you?” He said, “I 
am not.” 18 Now the servants[b] and officers had made a charcoal fire, because it was cold, 
and they were standing and warming themselves. Peter also was with them, standing and 
warming himself. 
 

19 The high priest then questioned Jesus about his disciples and his teaching. 20 Jesus answered 
him, “I have spoken openly to the world. I have always taught in synagogues and in the 
temple, where all Jews come together. I have said nothing in secret. 21 Why do you ask me? 
Ask those who have heard me what I said to them; they know what I said.” 22 When he had 
said these things, one of the officers standing by struck Jesus with his hand, saying, “Is that 
how you answer the high priest?” 23 Jesus answered him, “If what I said is wrong, bear witness 
about the wrong; but if what I said is right, why do you strike me?” 24 Annas then sent him 
bound to Caiaphas the high priest. 
 

25 Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. So they said to him, “You also are not 
one of his disciples, are you?” He denied it and said, “I am not.” 26 One of the servants of the 
high priest, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, asked, “Did I not see you in 
the garden with him?” 27 Peter again denied it, and at once a rooster crowed. 
 
HYMN  Were you there when they condemned Him to His death? …  
 
READING John 18:28–40 (Jesus before Pilate) 
Then they led Jesus from the house of Caiaphas to the governor's headquarters. It was early 
morning. They themselves did not enter the governor's headquarters, so that they would not 
be defiled, but could eat the Passover. 29 So Pilate went outside to them and said, “What 
accusation do you bring against this man?” 30 They answered him, “If this man were not doing 
evil, we would not have delivered him over to you.” 31 Pilate said to them, “Take him 
yourselves and judge him by your own law.” The Jews said to him, “It is not lawful for us to 
put anyone to death.” 32 This was to fulfill the word that Jesus had spoken to show by what 
kind of death he was going to die. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+18%3A12%E2%80%9327&version=ESV#fen-ESV-26786a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+18%3A12%E2%80%9327&version=ESV#fen-ESV-26792b
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33 So Pilate entered his headquarters again and called Jesus and said to him, “Are you the 
King of the Jews?” 34 Jesus answered, “Do you say this of your own accord, or did others say 
it to you about me?” 35 Pilate answered, “Am I a Jew? Your own nation and the chief priests 
have delivered you over to me. What have you done?” 36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not 
of this world. If my kingdom were of this world, my servants would have been fighting, that I 
might not be delivered over to the Jews. But my kingdom is not from the world.” 37 Then 
Pilate said to him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For this 
purpose I was born and for this purpose I have come into the world—to bear witness to the 
truth. Everyone who is of the truth listens to my voice.” 38 Pilate said to him, “What is truth?” 
 
After he had said this, he went back outside to the Jews and told them, “I find no guilt in 
him. 39 But you have a custom that I should release one man for you at the Passover. So do 
you want me to release to you the King of the Jews?” 40 They cried out again, “Not this man, 
but Barabbas!” Now Barabbas was a robber. 
 
HYMN  Were you there when they wept along the way? … 
 
READING John 19:1–16a (Jesus prepared for crucifixion) 
Then Pilate took Jesus and flogged him. 2 And the soldiers twisted together a crown of thorns 
and put it on his head and arrayed him in a purple robe. 3 They came up to him, saying, “Hail, 
King of the Jews!” and struck him with their hands. 4 Pilate went out again and said to them, 
“See, I am bringing him out to you that you may know that I find no guilt in him.” 5 So Jesus 
came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to them, “Behold the 
man!” 6 When the chief priests and the officers saw him, they cried out, “Crucify him, crucify 
him!” Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and crucify him, for I find no guilt in 
him.” 7 The Jews answered him, “We have a law, and according to that law he ought to die 
because he has made himself the Son of God.” 8 When Pilate heard this statement, he was 
even more afraid. 9 He entered his headquarters again and said to Jesus, “Where are you 
from?” But Jesus gave him no answer. 10 So Pilate said to him, “You will not speak to me? Do 
you not know that I have authority to release you and authority to crucify you?” 11 Jesus 
answered him, “You would have no authority over me at all unless it had been given you from 
above. Therefore he who delivered me over to you has the greater sin.” 
 

12 From then on Pilate sought to release him, but the Jews cried out, “If you release this man, 
you are not Caesar's friend. Everyone who makes himself a king opposes Caesar.” 13 So when 
Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus out and sat down on the judgment seat at a place 
called The Stone Pavement, and in Aramaic Gabbatha. 14 Now it was the day of Preparation 
of the Passover. It was about the sixth hour. He said to the Jews, “Behold your King!” 15 They 
cried out, “Away with him, away with him, crucify him!” Pilate said to them, “Shall I crucify 
your King?” The chief priests answered, “We have no king but Caesar.” 16 So he delivered him 
over to them to be crucified. 
 
HYMN  Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree? … 
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READING John 19:16b–24  (The crucifixion of Jesus) 
16 So he delivered him over to them to be crucified. 
 
So they took Jesus, 17 and he went out, bearing his own cross, to the place called The Place 
of a Skull, which in Aramaic is called Golgotha. 18 There they crucified him, and with him two 
others, one on either side, and Jesus between them. 19 Pilate also wrote an inscription and 
put it on the cross. It read, “Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.” 20 Many of the Jews 
read this inscription, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city, and it was 
written in Aramaic, in Latin, and in Greek. 21 So the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, 
“Do not write, ‘The King of the Jews,’ but rather, ‘This man said, I am King of the 
Jews.’” 22 Pilate answered, “What I have written I have written.” 
 

23 When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his garments and divided them into four 
parts, one part for each soldier; also his tunic. But the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece 
from top to bottom, 24 so they said to one another, “Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it to 
see whose it shall be.” This was to fulfill the Scripture which says, 
 
“They divided my garments among them, 
    and for my clothing they cast lots.” 
 
So the soldiers did these things, 
 
HYMN  Were you there when the sun refused to shine? …  
 
READING John 19:25–30 (Jesus’ mother and His death) 
 but standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother and his mother's sister, Mary the wife of 
Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26 When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved 
standing nearby, he said to his mother, “Woman, behold, your son!” 27 Then he said to the 
disciple, “Behold, your mother!” And from that hour the disciple took her to his own home. 
 

28 After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now finished, said (to fulfill the Scripture), “I 
thirst.” 29 A jar full of sour wine stood there, so they put a sponge full of the sour wine on a 
hyssop branch and held it to his mouth. 30 When Jesus had received the sour wine, he said, “It 
is finished,” and he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 
 
HYMN  Were you there when He took His final breath? … 
 
READING John 19:31–37 (Jesus’ side is pierced) 
31 Since it was the day of Preparation, and so that the bodies would not remain on the cross 
on the Sabbath (for that Sabbath was a high day), the Jews asked Pilate that their legs might 
be broken and that they might be taken away. 32 So the soldiers came and broke the legs of 
the first, and of the other who had been crucified with him. 33 But when they came to Jesus 
and saw that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. 34 But one of the soldiers 
pierced his side with a spear, and at once there came out blood and water. 35 He who saw it 
has borne witness—his testimony is true, and he knows that he is telling the truth—that you 
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also may believe. 36 For these things took place that the Scripture might be fulfilled: “Not one 
of his bones will be broken.” 37 And again another Scripture says, “They will look on him whom 
they have pierced.” 
 
Hymn  Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb? …   
 
Silence 
 
 
 

Sermon         Exodus 25:10-22    “Ark of the Covenant” Pastor Ryan Hochgrebe 
“They shall make an ark of acacia wood. Two cubits and a half shall be its length, a cubit and 

a half its breadth, and a cubit and a half its height. 11 You shall overlay it with pure gold, 

inside and outside shall you overlay it, and you shall make on it a molding of gold around 

it. 12 You shall cast four rings of gold for it and put them on its four feet, two rings on the one 

side of it, and two rings on the other side of it. 13 You shall make poles of acacia wood and 

overlay them with gold. 14 And you shall put the poles into the rings on the sides of the ark to 

carry the ark by them. 15 The poles shall remain in the rings of the ark; they shall not be taken 

from it. 16 And you shall put into the ark the testimony that I shall give you. 
17 “You shall make a mercy seat of pure gold. Two cubits and a half shall be its length, and a 

cubit and a half its breadth. 18 And you shall make two cherubim of gold; of hammered work 

shall you make them, on the two ends of the mercy seat. 19 Make one cherub on the one end, 

and one cherub on the other end. Of one piece with the mercy seat shall you make the 

cherubim on its two ends. 20 The cherubim shall spread out their wings above, overshadowing 

the mercy seat with their wings, their faces one to another; toward the mercy seat shall the 

faces of the cherubim be. 21 And you shall put the mercy seat on the top of the ark, and in 

the ark you shall put the testimony that I shall give you. 22 There I will meet with you, and 

from above the mercy seat, from between the two cherubim that are on the ark of the 
testimony, I will speak with you about all that I will give you in commandment for the people 
of Israel. 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
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     the holy Christian Church, 
     the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Closing Reflections 
Pastor:  Behold, the life-giving cross on which was hung the salvation of the world. 
People:  O come, let us worship Him. 
 
Pastor:  Behold, the life-giving cross on which was hung the salvation of the world. 
People:  O come, let us worship Him. 
 
Pastor:  Behold, the life-giving cross on which was hung the salvation of the world. 
People:  O come, let us worship Him. 

 
 
 

 

Closing Hymn O Perfect Life of Love  Vv.1-5 Hymn #452 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

NAILING OF OUR SINS  
 
As you make your way forward this evening you will bring your small notecard with your 
name and hand it to pastor.  You will hear the words of forgiveness spoken over you as you 
depart. 
 
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 2. Copyright © 2020 Concordia Publishing House.All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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Serving Him this week as... 
Worship Leader Pastor Ryan Hochgrebe 
Elders Eric Baer, Bruce Betts, Gary Kilbourne, Jim Rowe, Drew Wilson, and 

Roger Zittel  
Musician Mount Olive Gospel Group 
Reader Gary Kilbourne, Jim Rowe 
Altar Guild Karen Fontaine 

 

Mt. Olive Lutheran Church Staff 
Pastor Ryan Hochgrebe / pastor.molc@gmail.com 

Dennis Wazac / Music Director / music.molc@gmail.com 
Mary Comstock / Office Manager / office.molc@gmail.com 

Chuck Nagel / Business Manager / business.molc@gmail.com 
Norman Benedict / Campus Maintenance Manager / maint.molc@gmail.com 
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