
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
September 13th, 2020 

 
Hymn “Holy Spirit, Light Divine” Hymn #496 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

Invocation 
 

Confession & Absolution                                                                                 
Pastor: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence for self-examination. 
 

Pastor: Let us confess our sins to God, confident of His grace and forgiveness to all 

who are penitent. 

People: I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to 

you, my brothers and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, and 

deed by my fault, by my own fault, by my own most grievous fault; 

wherefore I pray God Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me all my 

sins, and bring me to everlasting life. Amen. 
 

Pastor: The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and remission 

of all your sins. Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you 

and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of 

Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name 

of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 18:21-35 

21 Then Peter came up and said to him, “Lord, how often will my brother sin against 
me, and I forgive him? As many as seven times?” 22 Jesus said to him, “I do not say to 
you seven times, but seventy-seven times. 23 “Therefore the kingdom of heaven may 
be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his servants.[a] 24 When he 
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began to settle, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents.[b] 25 And 
since he could not pay, his master ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children 
and all that he had, and payment to be made. 26 So the servant[c] fell on his knees, 
imploring him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27 And out of 
pity for him, the master of that servant released him and forgave him the debt. 28 But 
when that same servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him 
a hundred denarii,[d] and seizing him, he began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you 
owe.’ 29 So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with 
me, and I will pay you.’ 30 He refused and went and put him in prison until he should 
pay the debt. 31 When his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they were 
greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their master all that had taken 
place. 32 Then his master summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I 
forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33 And should not you have 
had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’ 34 And in anger his master 
delivered him to the jailers,[e] until he should pay all his debt. 35 So also my heavenly 
Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from your 
heart.” 

The Nicene’ Creed 

    I believe in one God, 

             the Father Almighty, 

             maker of heaven and earth 

 and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

  the only-begotten Son of God, 

  begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

  God of God, Light of Light, 

   very God of very God, 

   begotten, not made, 

   being of one substance with the Father, 

  by whom all things were made; 

  who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

   and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

   and was made man; 

   and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

   He suffered and was buried. 

   And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

  and ascended into heaven 

  and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

   And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

   whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

   the Lord and giver of life, 

   who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

   who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
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   who spoke by the prophets. 

   And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

   I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

   and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

   and the life  of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Sermon Nehemiah 1 

Now it happened in the month of Chislev, in the twentieth year, as I was in Susa the 
citadel, 2 that Hanani, one of my brothers, came with certain men from Judah. And I 
asked them concerning the Jews who escaped, who had survived the exile, and 
concerning Jerusalem. 3 And they said to me, “The remnant there in the province who 
had survived the exile is in great trouble and shame. The wall of Jerusalem is broken 
down, and its gates are destroyed by fire.” 4 As soon as I heard these words I sat down 
and wept and mourned for days, and I continued fasting and praying before the God 
of heaven. 5 And I said, “O LORD God of heaven, the great and awesome God who 
keeps covenant and steadfast love with those who love him and keep his 
commandments, 6 let your ear be attentive and your eyes open, to hear the prayer of 
your servant that I now pray before you day and night for the people of Israel your 
servants, confessing the sins of the people of Israel, which we have sinned against 
you. Even I and my father's house have sinned. 7 We have acted very corruptly against 
you and have not kept the commandments, the statutes, and the rules that you 
commanded your servant Moses. 8 Remember the word that you commanded your 
servant Moses, saying, ‘If you are unfaithful, I will scatter you among the 
peoples, 9 but if you return to me and keep my commandments and do them, though 
your outcasts are in the uttermost parts of heaven, from there I will gather them and 
bring them to the place that I have chosen, to make my name dwell there.’ 10 They 
are your servants and your people, whom you have redeemed by your great power and 
by your strong hand. 11 O Lord, let your ear be attentive to the prayer of your servant, 
and to the prayer of your servants who delight to fear your name, and give success to 
your servant today, and grant him mercy in the sight of this man.” Now I 
was cupbearer to the king. 

Prayer 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 



 

Benediction 
 

Closing Hymn “Praise Forever to Our King”  All  
 By Dennis Wazac 

 

 
 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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