
Twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
November 15, 2020 

 

Opening Hymn “We Believe” All 

 



  

Invocation 
 

Confession & Absolution                                                                                 
Pastor: Indeed, our heavenly Father has done wonderful things for us. He has 

given us more than we could ever ask for or imagine. Yet, there have 

been times when we have been ungrateful for God’s gifts, times when 

we have been lazy and selfish with what He has given us, times when we 

have been unfaithful servants. Yet, our heavenly Father invites us to 

return to Him and ask for His forgiveness. 

 

Silence for reflection. 

 

Pastor:  Heavenly Father, 

People: we confess that we have not been faithful with all of the good gifts 

You have given us. We have sinned in our thoughts, words, and 

actions. We have failed by our inactivity. Forgive us, renew us, and 

lead us, O Lord, that we might be restored as Your servants. 

Pastor: God hears your confession and has promised to be with you always. 

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son, Jesus Christ, to die and rise 

for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and 

ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I therefore forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

People:  Amen. We are forgiven. We are restored in Jesus. 
 

Gospel Reading     Matthew 25:14-30 

Reader: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

“For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted to 

them his property. 15 To one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to 

each according to his ability. Then he went away. 16 He who had received the five 

talents went at once and traded with them, and he made five talents more. 17 So also 

he who had the two talents made two talents more. 18 But he who had received the 

one talent went and dug in the ground and hid his master's money. 19 Now after a long 

time the master of those servants came and settled accounts with them. 20 And he 

who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five talents more, saying, 

‘Master, you delivered to me five talents; here, I have made five talents more.’ 21 His 

master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over 

a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ 22 And he also 

who had the two talents came forward, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me two 

talents; here, I have made two talents more.’ 23 His master said to him, ‘Well done, 

good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over 

much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ 24 He also who had received the one talent 



came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did 

not sow, and gathering where you scattered no seed, 25 so I was afraid, and I went and 

hid your talent in the ground. Here, you have what is yours.’ 26 But his master 

answered him, ‘You wicked and slothful servant! You knew that I reap where I have 

not sown and gather where I scattered no seed? 27 Then you ought to have invested my 

money with the bankers, and at my coming I should have received what was my own 

with interest. 28 So take the talent from him and give it to him who has the ten 

talents. 29 For to everyone who has will more be given, and he will have an 

abundance. But from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken 

away. 30 And cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness. In that place there 

will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 

 

Reader: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Nicene Creed  

 I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
     and of all things visible and invisible. 
 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
     and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 



 

Sermon                        Ephesians 1:15-23              Pastor Ryan Hochgrebe 
15 For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your 

love toward all the saints, 16 I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you 

in my prayers, 17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give 

you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him, 18 having the eyes 

of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he has 

called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 19 and what is 

the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, according to the 

working of his great might 20 that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the 

dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all rule and 

authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only 

in this age but also in the one to come. 22 And he put all things under his feet and 

gave him as head over all things to the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of 

him who fills all in all. 

 

Prayer 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Benediction 
 

Closing Hymn “Beautiful Savior” Hymn #537 

 



 

 
 

Tune and text: Public domain 

 
Acknowledgments: Portions reprinted from Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 3. Copyright © 2020 

Concordia Publishing House. Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard 

Version Copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. CCLI songs for use solely with the SongSelect 

Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com. CCLI License # 94716. 


